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John 11:20-27 (ESV) 
So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 
John 11:32-35 (ESV) 
Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. 
 
Jesus is wise enough to respond differently to different needs. 

________? 
 
Culture’s Definition of Faith: Belief without ________________. 
 
The Bible’s Definition of Faith: 

• __________________ of the truth (belief). 

• _____________________ to following Jesus (faithfulness). 

 
Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen.  



 

____________ to discern what kind of conversation  
we’re having. 
 

How does God respond to these 2 kinds of conversations? 

• Table 1 – The Exodus, Thomas, Habakkuk 

• Table 2 – The Psalms (remember!), Peter (John 21) 
 

***Remember – It’s usually ________! 
 

What kind of conversation am I in right now?  
 

What kind of conversation are my loved ones in right now? 

 
____________ my hope in God’s truth. 
 

Romans 15:4 (NIV) 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 17-18 (NIV) 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born… And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
 

Hebrews 6:19-20 (NIV) 
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters 
the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has 
entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order 
of Melchizedek. 
 
What truths of the Bible am I unsure about?  
 

What am I willing to do about it? 
 

Who in my life needs to hear that my hope is in truth, not wishful 
thinking? 

Table One 
 

Core Principle: ___________  
(John 18:37)    
 

Doubt is a ________  
(Proverbs 2:3-5) 
 

Doubt looks like ______________  
(Martha) 

Table Two 
 

Core Principle: _______________ 
(John 15) 
 

Doubt is a ______________  
(James 1:6) 
 

Doubt looks like ________  
(Mary) 



 
__________ by continually connecting with Jesus.  

 
John 14:1-3 (ESV) 
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also.” 
 
Do my daily habits suggest that I’m waiting for Jesus to return? 
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Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
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Jesus is wise enough to respond differently to different needs. 

Am I? 
 
Culture’s Definition of Faith: Belief without evidence. 
 
The Bible’s Definition of Faith: 

• Acceptance of the truth (belief). 

• Commitment to following Jesus (faithfulness). 

 
Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen.  



 

Listen to discern what kind of conversation  
we’re having. 
 

How does God respond to these 2 kinds of conversations? 

• Table 1 – The Exodus, Thomas, Habakkuk 

• Table 2 – The Psalms (remember!), Peter (John 21) 
 

***Remember – It’s usually both! 
 

What kind of conversation am I in right now?  
 

What kind of conversation are my loved ones in right now? 

 
Anchor my hope in God’s truth. 
 

Romans 15:4 (NIV) 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 17-18 (NIV) 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born… And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
 

Hebrews 6:19-20 (NIV) 
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters 
the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has 
entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order 
of Melchizedek. 
 
What truths of the Bible am I unsure about?  
 

What am I willing to do about it? 
 

Who in my life needs to hear that my hope is in truth, not wishful 
thinking? 

Table One 
 

Core Principle: Truth  
(John 18:37)    
 

Doubt is a help  
(Proverbs 2:3-5) 
 

Doubt looks like questions 
(Martha) 

Table Two 
 

Core Principle: Connection 
(John 15) 
 

Doubt is a challenge  
(James 1:6) 
 

Doubt looks like pain  
(Mary) 



 
Grow by continually connecting with Jesus.  

 
John 14:1-3 (ESV) 
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also.” 
 
Do my daily habits suggest that I’m waiting for Jesus to return? 


